Submission from the Bournmoor Conservation Group

The Biodiversity and Community Strategies Pilot Study

This document is written as the result of reports from office holders and discussions among the members of Bournmoor Conservation Group (BCG).

As an active conservation group for more than 25 years we have seen many initiatives come and go, most leaving a feeling of resentment and disappointment behind.  The group is thus hardened to the promises of "this is the project for you" and "we will make a difference".  In light of this communal cynicism we are delighted to report that the work of Jim Cokill and the pilot project as a whole have more than exceeded our hopes and aspirations.

The project has filled a need that we, as an individual group working in the Chester-le-Street District, regard as essential:- The brining together of different and mutually supportive environmental and community groups; drawing upon community desires and needs; co-ordination of resources and expertise; all enabling a sustainable difference to be made to environment related attitudes and activities.

The project officer (Jim Cokill) has willingly and ably supported the development of several new environmental groups and melded them into a cohesive and well-run Federation.  Our Group (BCG) has benefited from training, workshops and federation activities.  Several new strands have come into BCG work as a direct resut of Jim's work.

Winter bird feeding programme:- A project run to distribute free of charge feeders and supplies of bird food (and information) to the residents of our village.  Take up has been very good and 331 feeders are active in local gardens, plus we have regular feeding stations on the periphery of the village, supporting birds in arable, pastoral, woodland and public parkland.  This programme is now well established and in its third year will be funded by the Parish Council.  Two local Primary Schools are engaged within this project and we think this will inculcate value for the natural world into their learning experiences.

Urban fringe natural engineering:- Hedge laying and establishment in the very challenging environment of the lands surrounding our village which are subject to vandalism and other nefarious activities has been helped by training and liaison supported by Jim Cokill and the federation.

It is evident that biodiversity is enhanced and sustained by our work, within our local area and district wide.  The cross fertilisation between member groups of the federation has resulted in joint working and in individual group works coming together to enhance a reasoned framework of district wide biodiversity and community led activities.

Best practice has been transferred and the relaxed atmosphere of federation (and joint but not federation funded group works) relationships has led to an increased diversity of skills and confidence within BCG and we feel throughout the whole federation.

Facilities and resources are shared as never before.  This we feel is a direct result of the project activities.  Working together across the whole district has opened minds and wallets.  BCG feels that this opportunity should be further exploited - the project should not end!

The members of Bournmoor Conservation Group are very thankful of the input from this initial project, the icing on the cake being the securing of significant funds from the Heritage Lotteries Fund for the "Connections" project - a district wide linking of paths and, more importantly, federation groups activities.

The co-ordination and motivation provided by this project, through the project officer Jim Cokill, has resulted in permanent change and advances in biodiversity and community activities associated with well-being and the natural world.

BCG feel that his project should not be closed but that extension funding should follow and other groups/organisations (both government and non-government) be enabled to access this model of best practice and sustainable community activity.

A resource has been built, the common working and expertise built up during this project is very valuable.  BCG feel that English Nature and the other participants funding the project should not waste the experience.  The funding bodies should send others to experience what has and is achieved here.  We have the skills to pass on best practice don't waste them.

Reported by Paul Griffin (Treasurer of Bournmoor Conservation Group) 01/03/05.
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